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Top Eeeéan aide g

?r:a_xded faction,’
f‘ﬂi_dn t reglster

5

...By Fred Strasser
:ETnd Brian McTigue: :
ial to The Globe: P “
wv~WASHNG’[’O‘l Ronald eagan
=chief: foreidn-pohcy adviser i Richdrd:
‘JZ: Allen; aided’’the right-wing seces'-
.-sxomsr. move'nent in Portugal’s Azores
—rslands but:did not regzster tinder th
'-lfprendrr Agents” Regxstration Act:Thi
J:dnnectxorr cou]diprove an embarras& '
..'E‘ﬁent if, as- expected Al!en ist namer};
Znational securlt}r advxser'ln a Reagan).
%\é{hnte House. "% :
2 In 1975 Allen sought US-sunport ]
Sor the secessionist movement in the-
TAzores. but-despite the counsel and’
~&'contacts. he offered the separatists, Al-"
"ten did ‘not: regxster with the. Justire'yI
Department‘ under . the Foreign
“Agents’ Regxstration ‘Act —the law’
~Billy Carter:ran-afou! of in his deal-
’{*mﬁs with the Libyans.” % 3. -
: Allen asserted in a 1977 interview
.,that his-involvement.with the separa~
“tists fromthe-mrd-r\tlantlc Portuguese
provmce did-not require: hirm to regis-:
fterasa forezgn agent. He said.."] onIy
+made my facilities available for them ;
Io do whatever they-wanied to do.”? ./ .\
‘But a new consideration of Allen’s.,
Azorm connections — which. he ad—
~~mxtted in 1977Zhad left him "cross-'
wise” .with-the; State Department
“raises some qustxor-s- LT

MA:zor& as‘early’as-1970-He had inde— 3
_,,.pendently explored business possibiliZ |
:Zties, including an attempt on.behalf of. !
*"'"lleded swind!er Robert Vescd to cre- ‘;
4 ate’ an unregulated- financial district “
4 in the islands. Members of the islands?;
ehte ‘welcomed Allen’s- plans, which:::
‘were: blocked by the central govem- b
..;tncnt, in’ Lisbon. Buf Allen had made"’} 3
D friends.  ZiSd g s o LG B
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z:res he

" Several of them, believinga chande
in government would enhance thsir
"fortunes “became backers of the right="
...wmg secessnomst movement,; the--

“Front forthe beeratlon of the Azores
={FLA);" which' emerged in- April. 1975
after a left-wing military government'
ktoppled the' remnants of the Salazar a
4.dictatorsh1p G A R 3
nw « It iy unclear_]ust when Allen. bedan
=‘au:lmg the sécessionist efforf.vthouo}r
Yhe met in-Washington with one move~
.Jment acthst shortly aftenFLA was‘
,.set ‘upriHis™actions eventually‘
»tnﬁoered ‘the ire of the State Depart-
J~ment. where officials feared the right-
"'Lst group-:and’the secessionist plot
~Could - upset ‘America’s de}xcately
~poised policy toward Portugal, a policy 3
‘-that sought to avoid precxpitous ac-
=fions by Portudal s left oz right.~ .
"‘* . To clear the air, Allen in- 975 ‘.
_svrote then- Secretary of. State Henry ;
*Kissinger what he said"was a “full.:
«dxsclosure of his involvement with .
athe separatxsts He acknowledged he
~“I;1ad ‘not made known" {o the State
~Department his role in arranging a
~meeting between secessionist leaders
and the State- Department i mid-:
.summer of 1975. He also said ke |
planned to continue to counsel thei
separatists. : -: g s

5 AMnﬂm&&hnm&hn24lW6f
letter that-he did not * represent the:
) é_\zoreans or Azorean-Americans.” He
did ‘not disclose. however, that a-.
separatist group FLA had set .up in
-Rhode Island. called the. Comite 75. -,
“Had paid fora trip Allerr took to the’;
_,1slands two .weeks befo'e he: wrote to
Kl&mder _;1.1 T i e i

;5' Allen was: familiar- thh—thc For--

eign Agents Registration Act. In 1974,
he had. regtstered as a $60,000-a-year '
~Washmgt0rL lobbyist for. Portugnese -
“colonial interests in Africa; But he did",
“hot register for the FLA, although‘he "
~advised separatists on lobbying  Con--
-gress, ushered secessionist=leaders:
“around - Capitol Hill and-arranged ™

_:.meetmds for FLA officials with State .
) Department and intelligence officials.”’

..,,

=% Under the redxstration act, a "polit-,
cal- consultant '~advising  a foreign’
group on how to influence US pohcy

s.tivities as an‘agent. He must rcdlster

,separately with each’ new group ‘e
.-Serves. Allen ‘denies having acted as
- an agent and demwknowind of FLA's*
extstence until October 1973. But in.
‘March 1975 an " Azaresan "acnmaint<

CtHESCIA T dEscribes as a- Efuropean'
.;"based“ndhtlst d’r&ﬁp’e‘ngéfed Ih gun-*

'I‘Jego Sdndm *“Montepregado made

. contact-with arr’Azorean expatriate

revolutxonary ‘government based "in
‘Fall River,“Mass., where’ many
- Azorean-Americans live The **Clan—
“destine Govemment ‘of the Azores-in-
~Exile’” was seeking guns, money and|
“recruits for an Azorean Insusrection. g

“3-That “'government” was directed’

by aF Terch agent, Jean Raingeard, of
“the Secret Army: Urgamzaflon which

R e R
AL AUen denies any contact w;th ’vlon- '
tepregado 'In’ 19735, although Mon-’
_tepregado says he met Allen in Wash-
-ington. His contention is supported by
others. .including - 2 former deputy
Cablnet secretary 2 SRR

. ‘Following sprinO' and mxdsummer
meetmds w“ﬁ‘\fontepredado -and

a:zmust register'with the Department of ; ;
-,»Justice and penochcally report his a ae'

‘another, unnamed, FLA ac activist,- in
November® danother- FLA leader, Luls
Vaz do Rego; arrived in the capitol to !
‘drum up_ﬂpport for the secessionisk
cause. Allen took Rego to the State
_Department. He arranged a_meeting
in_the offices of his consulting firm,
Potomac International Corp.. Between
Rego and two CIA . off!cers“(Re_c;’?re?
ported the intelligence o officials tol told
him_“"There Is nothmd we can do."”)

‘He also introduced Regetoa gathennd
of congressional aides on Canitol Hill.

Allen says he only made- it possible
-for Rego and others to meet people; he |
did nof, hemsnsts try toinﬂuence pol-
1cy 5

-The separattsts say‘ owever, that |
Allen drafted a letter for their useina '
congressional lobbying campaign. :
Written as if it originated with con- '
stituents, the letter was mimeo-
graphed,. distributed at Azorean-'
‘American rallies, and sent te con-~
gressmen. It warned that failure to
support the islands’ mdependence'
would cost them votes.

.. The Foreign.Agents Redxstrauon
Act requires anyone dxsseminating
material on-behalf of a foreign group
to influence US- policy must not only:
register ‘himself, but file copnes with:
the Attorney General. _ :

-Rego, who- de]ivcred the letter to
supporters of the :-FLA in-New
England. also told them Allen was to’
be their “liaison man in Washing--
ton.” According to Rego, who is a Por-
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